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spring, it is probable that Mary's legitimacy would
have been  established by Act  of  Parliament; as
Cromwell   at   this   time   was  certainly   in   favour
of it: but Anne was ever on the watch, especially
to   arouse   Henry's   anger  by   hinting   that   Mary
was  looking  to  foreigners  for  counsel,  as indeed
she   was.    It   was   this   latter   element   in   which
danger   principally   lurked.     Katharine   naturally
appealed to her kin for support; and all through
her trouble it was this fact, joined with her firm
refusal   to   acknowledge   Henry's   supreme   power,
that   steeled   her   husband's   heart.    But   for   the
King's own daughter and undoubted born subject
to act in the same way made her, what her mother
never had been, a dangerous centre around which
the   disaffected   elements might gather.   The old
nobility,   as  we   have   seen,   were   against  Anne:
and Henry  quite understood the peril of having
in his own family a person who commanded the
sympathies   of   the   strongest   foreign   powers   in
Europe, as well as the most influential elements in
England.    He angrily told the Marquis of Exeter
that it was only confidence in the Emperor that
governess, telling her if the Princess used her title " to give her a good
banging like the cursed bastard that she was." Soon afterwards the girl
is reported to be nearly destitute of clothes and other necessaries* When
Anne visited her daughter at Hatfield in March, she sent for Mary to come
and pay her respects to her as Queen. " I know no Queen in England
but my mother/* was Mary's proud answer : and a few days afterwards
Norfolk took away all the girl's jewels, and told her brutally that she was
no princess and it was time her pride was abated : and Lady Clare assured
her that the King did not care whether she renounced her title or not.
Parliament by statute had declared her a bastard, and if she (Lady Clare)
were in the King's place she would kick her out of the house. It was
said also that the King himself had threatened that Mary should lose
her head. There was, no doubt, some truth in aE this, but it must not
be forgotten that Chapuys, who reports most of it, was Anne's deadly
enemy.